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MANAGMG MRECTOR June 6,2005 

William L. Zawila 
Counsel for Estate of H. L. Charles, 
Robert Willing, Executor 

12600 Brookhurst Street, Suite 105 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 

Re: KZPE-Fh4, Ford City, California 
Request for Waiver of Regulatory Fees 
Fee Control No. OOOOORROG-05-037 

Dear Mr. Zawila: 

This responds to your February 10,2005 petition on behalf of the Estate of H. L. Charles, 
Robert Willing, Executor (Charles Estate), for waiver of regulatory fees’ for KZPE-FM, 
Ford City, California. Our records show that the FY 2003 regulatory fee of $468.75, 
which includes the late payment penalty, has not been paid. 

In your petition, you state that KZPE-FM is a dark station that was forced to cease 
operation due to severe financial problems. You also state that as a dark station, KZPE- 
FM has no revenue and continues to face financial hardship. You add that the Charles 
Estate is insolvent and may possibly enter bankruptcy. You further state that W E - F M  
is the only local service at Ford City, California, and in the public interest should be 
returned to the air to provide service as soon as possible. Finally, you state that grant of 
your waiver request will allow reinstatement of your application to transfer KZPE-FM to 
Lazer Broadcast Corporation, which will return KZPE-FM to the air to provide service to 
the public. 

In Implementation of Section 9 of the Communications Act, 10 FCC Rcd 12759,12762 
para. 15 (1995), the Commission determined that the imposition of a regulatory fee could 
be an impediment to the restoration of service by the licensee of a dark station and that it 
would, therefore, waive the fee requirement for stations that have ceased operations 
pursuant to permission granted by the Commission. Although you characterize KZPE- 
FM as a “dark station,” you provide no evidence in your petition, and our records do not 
indicate, that you have been issued a license for this station. In fact, the Commission’s 
records show that the relevant authorization for KZPE-FM at the time the regulatory fee 
was due was (and remains) a construction permit. Because the provisions of Section 
73.1740 of the Commission’s rules, concerning minimum operating schedules, are 
applicable only to licensees of broadcast stations and because KZPE-FM was only a 
permittee at the time the fee was due, any operation of the station was entirely at the 
discretion of the permittee. In sum, there is nothing to support your claim that a 

Your petition does not state the fiscal year for which you request waiver of the regulatory fees. I 
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regulatory fee waiver is warranted for KZPE-FM. Therefore, your request for waiver is 
denied. 
Payment of the FY 2003 regulatory fee and penalty in the amount of $468.75 is now due. 
The regulatory fee should be filed with a Form FCC 159 (copy enclosed) within 30 days 
fiom the date of this letter. 

As to your request that your application to transfer KZPE-Fh4 to Lazer Broadcasting be 
reinstated, please note that we will address this matter separately from your fee waiver 
request. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact the Revenue & 
Receivables Operations Group at (202) 418-1995. 

Sincerely, 

=:%- -e Mark A. Reger 
Chief Financial Officer 



RETURN COPY 

EcEIVED - FcC BEFORE rn 
Federal Communications Commissiof? 

In  Re Estate of H.L. C h a r l e s , )  
-bar t Willing , Executor, 1 

F4le No. BnpE-20040217AEI 
-. 

Pe t i t i one r  - 1 
Raaio G t a t i o n  KZPE (FM) , ) 
Ford City, CA ) 

Toz The Managing Directoszand 
Chief, Media Bureau 

hereby requests tha t  the C o d s s i o n  waive regulatory fees fo r  

KZPE(pM1, Ford City,  Cal i fornia ,  and r a i n s t a t e  tHe-above-refer- 

enced appl icat ion for ass igmknt  of K%PE(FIl) 'from Che E s t a t e  of 

H.L. Charles, Robert WSllinp, Executor, to Lazar Broadcasting 

Corpora tion. 

. .  

. .  

On January 7, 2005, the Commission ieeued a letter to 

the E6tate of H.L. Charles, Robert Willing, Executor, dlmisa ing  

khe above-referenced appl icat ion for failura CO pay a reg\ylatory 

fee for KZPElFM). 

referred t o  an e a r l t e r  letter of Noveraber.8, 2004, chnraattrized 

as a "red light letter" which apparently.was the haaia for the 

dismissal announaed in the latter of January 7 ,  2005. The letter 

I n  i t a  letter of Sanuary 7 , .  2095, the Cormniaaian 



of January 7 ,  2005, was d i r ec t ed  to Washington counsel f o r  

the Es ta te  of H.L. Charlea, Robert wil l ing,  Executor, Katten 

Iduchin Zavis & Rosenmnn- 

The le t ter  of November 8 ,  2004, characeerized as a "red 

l i g h t  let ter" w a s  never received by the Estate of  H.L. Charles, 

Robert Willing, Executor p r i o r  to  the letter of January 7 ,  2005, 

which announced the dismissal of the above-referenced apglioation. 

I t  is the belief of the pe t i t i one r  thn t  the "red l i g h t  letter" 

of November 8 ,  2004, was never received by the p e t i t i o n e r  due 

to  a d e f i c i e n t  o r  incor rec t  address on the  letter. 

I f  the above-referenced "red l i g h t  letter. of November 8, 

2004, had been received by the pe t i t ioner ,  a. p e t i t i o n  f o r  waiver 

of the  regulatory fees discussed in khe l e t t e r , w o u l d  have been 

filed p r i o r  t o  the dismissal o f  the above-referenced'application. 

mQUEST FOR .WXIWSP. OF , n T O l W  $?EBB - 
KZPE(PM) is a dark s t a t i o n  that wa6 forced to ceaae oparation 

due to' ~eyerr financial problem.. 

no revenue and continuer to face f inanc ia l  hardehip. Thepet i t ion-  

err the Ertate of H.L. Charles, Robekt wii i ing,  Executdr, is 

As a dark s t a t i o n ,  KZPE(FM) has 

insolvent  and bankruptcy .is a d i s t i n c t  poss ib i l i t y .  

is the only local service a t  Ford City, California .  In t h e '  

public i n t e r e s t ,  RZPE(FM) should be returnma to tne air to provide 

aervice as  soon as possible. 

KZ?E(FM) would allow reinstatement of the above-referenced appli- 

cat ion which aeeks t o  transfer KZPE(FM) to 4 known qn8 ftnanotally 

KEPE((Fb1) 

Waiver of the regulatory fees f o r  

capable broqdcqst l icensee who w i l l  r e turn  XZPS(FM) to the air 

-2- 



to provide service to the public.  

In  i t a  let ter of March 18, 1996, to W i l l i e m  L. zawila, 

Esquire, regaxding Weatern Pacific Broadcasting, Inc. and Radio 

Sta t ion  KKFO, Coalinga, Cal i fornia ,  the Commission noted that 

"dark statione are general ly  e i t h e r  withdut o r  with grea t ly  

reduced revenues" and "found t h a t  imposition of a regulatory 

fee could impede a re tu rn  of a dark e t a t i o n  t o  the air" and 

"held that i t  would waive the regulatory fee for dark &atione.* 

Pe t i t i one r  submits t h a t  i t  would be appropriate  and i n  the 

pub1. i~  i n t e r e s t  t o  waive the regulatory f e e  f o r  K5PB(FM) so 

t ha t  t h e  above-referenced appl icat ion may be r e ins t a t ed  Peeking 

t r ans fe r  of K5P&(FM) to Lazer Broadcasting Corporation. 

Attaohed hereto f o r  ea88 of reference is a copy of the 

above-mentioned letter from the Commisaion dated March 18, 1996, 

concerning waiver o f  regulatory fees. 
. .  .. . ... . .. . 

 STFO FOR^ W PJ?"GmTTCM ,- 

Pe t i t i one r  requests that the above-refereneed application 

be r e ins t a t ed  i n  conjunction with a waiver ot the abave-diecueeed 

regulatory fees for  KZPE(FM). 

of the above-referenced applfcation was faaure to pay ragul.atory 

fees f o r  K Z P E ( W ) .  

reiAst&tement'.of the above-referenced appl iaat ion which seeks 

to t r ans fe r  KZPE(81d) 'to .L4zex Broadcasting c o r p o r q t i ~ n ,  3 known 

and f inanc ia l ly  capable broadcastCl3cenBee who will return PZPE (FM) 

to the a t r  to  provide service to  the publLo a t  the earliest 

possible -be. 

The only ground;for .rW,s,r&ral 

Waiver of such regulatory fans would allow 

-3- 



Petitioner submits that the waiver o f  rep la tory  € e a  for 

KZPE (FM) and the reinstatement of the above-referenced application 

would B e N B  the public interest  and that this petit ion should 

be granted for the reasons discussed above. 

Respeo t fu l ly  s u h i t t e d ,  

February 10, 2005 
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12600 Brookhurst Street-Suite 105 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 . 
(7141636-5040 - Telephone 
(714)636-5042 - FAX 
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